And it all came tumbling down...new industrial relations legislation to hurt nurses.
When the Howard Government gains total control of Parliament in July this year, it has announced it will introduce legislation which will dismantle Australia's industrial relations system. The Australian Nursing Federation (ANF) and the Queensland Nurses' Union (QNU) expect the new legislation will reduce the role of unions, put downward pressure on wages and conditions and dilute the power of the Australian Industrial Relations Commission (AIRC) to hear and resolve disputes. The changes will not only affect nurses' wages and conditions, but threaten to undermine the profession itself.